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A rain garden is a garden built in a natural or
man-made depression that is designed to
temporarily fill with rain water from downspouts,
driveways, or streets, keeping this water on site
and out of our storm sewer systems. Rain gardens
allow the water to soak back into the ground and
filter pollutants with the help of deep-rooted native
plants. Designed in all shapes and sizes, rain
gardens may include formally arranged plants,
fields of wildflowers, shrubs, stone culverts and
paths, and other beautiful landscape features.
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are native plants?

We define a native or indigenous plant as a species
that has been recorded at the time of early settlement in
this area, about 300 years ago. Native plants possess
plenty of nectar and wildlife habitat characteristics
that are adapted to the local climate. Native plants
just make sense!
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Native grasses, flowers, and shrubs have adapted to
the local climate of the region. They are, by evolution,
tolerant of extreme heat, bitter cold, and fierce winds
of the Midwest.

After they are

established, they

need no extra

protection from

the drought in

summer or the

harsh elements

in winter, thereby

reducing garden-

ing labor. An

area of lawn that has been converted to a native plant
garden does not require routine fertilizers, watering,
or mowing.
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Public information
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